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"And they cried, The Sword of the am 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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JUST PRAY 


ALL CONDITIONS OF PRAYER MENTIONED IN THE BIBLE 
ARE SIMPLY EXTRA ENCOURAGEMENTS AND OPPORTUNI- 
TIES TO PRAY; ALL FULFILLED IN ASKING 


By EDITOR JOHN R. RICE 


Do you want something from 
God? Then just pray! Prayer gets 
things from God, and the one great 
condition of getting things is ask- 
ing for them. 


Some. Scriptures give special 


promises for those who ask in 


faith. Others mention that we can 
get anything we want if we ask 
anything according to His will. 
Again we are told that whatsoever 
we shall in Christ’s name we 
can have. Then if two are agreed 
they can have what they ask for. 
Persistence in prayer is encouraged 
too; and those who cry day and 
night to God will be heard speed- 
ily. But all these are enlargements 
of promise, and not lmitations. 
These are promises not strictures. 
All these are to make prayer eas- 
ier, and not to make it hafder. All 
these promises are simply elabora- 
tions of the general promises that 
we can get things just by pray- 
ing, simply by asking, 


God's Promises Mean Exactly 


What They Say 


Let us go back again to Matthew 


7:7, 8, where Jesus said, “Ask, and 
it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
Shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: for every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seek- 
eth findeth; and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened.” Now, the 
dear Lord Jesus was always hon- 
est and always exactly accurate. He 
means here just exactly what He 
said. If you ask, you shall receive. 
If you seek, you shall find. If you 
knock, it shall be opened unto you. 
And the only possible limitation to 
that promise, since it means exact- 
ly what it says, is in the amount 
of asking. Literally, I understand 
the Greek to mean, “Be asking,” 
or, “Keep on asking, and it shall be 
given unto you,” and “Keep on 
seeking,” and “Keep on knocking.” 
Evidently what Jesus meant for us 
to do was to take this promise at 
literal face value. If there were not 
another verse in the Bible, this one 
is all true. All that it implies is 
true. It is not right to try find one 
verse ihn the Bible to hamstring 
another, to take away its mean- 
ing. All the verses in the Bible are 
meant to fit exactly..Every other 
verse in the Bible rightly inter- 
preted would mean the same as 
this means, that those who ask, 
receive from God, and that if you 


want things from God you are just 
to pray simply to ask for them! 


The same thing is the implica-. 


tion of James 4:2, “Ye have not, 
because yé ask not.” It is not right 
to read into this verse what it 
does not say. It is not right to 
search through the Bible and try 
to find other Scriptures that will 
limit this verse and make it mean 
less than it says. Hundreds of 
times I have read Matthew 7:7, 8 
and James 4:2 to congregations 
and have asked them if they be- 
lieved it, that everyone who asked 
received, and that just by asking 
we could get things from God. In 
every single case that I ever gave 
people a chance to reply, some 
said, “Yes, that is true if we ask 


‘according to God’s will,” or “if you 


do not ask amiss,” or “if you ask 
in faith.’ And many times when 
I- pressed the matter some have 
frankly said, “‘No, I do not believe 
it.” Now that is practical infidelity. 
Any verse of the Bible may be 
believed. Any one is so perfectly 
stated. that it means exactly what 
it says. And certainly -these two 
passages expressly say that by 
asking (perhaps continual asking, 
if necessary) one can get things 
from God without limiting this 
promise by other conditions. 


How well the Scripture says 


that unbelief is our besetting sin 
(Heb. 12:1). We preachers and Bi- 
ble teachers have grown into the 
habit of searching through the 
Bible trying to find other Scrip- 
tures to modify the great promises. 
Some do that wa about salvation. 
They say glibly that they believe 
in salvation by faith in Christ. But 
they add that you also have to 
be baptized, have to keep all the 
commandments, have to be faith- 
ful till death, even though you are 
saved by faith in the blood. But if 
it is of works it is not of grace: If 
baptism is essential to salvation, 
then salvation is not wholly by the 
blood, and it not received simply 
by faith. Thus do men wickedly 
search through the Bible to make 
it contradict itself and use one 
verse of Scripture to tear down an- 
other. It is true that the Bible has 
many simple and varying state- 
ments about the plan of salvation. 
In John 1:12 it is receiving Christ. 


In John 6:37 it is coming to Christ. 


In Matthew 10:32 and in Romans 
10:9,10 it is confessing Christ. In 
John 3:16 and many other pas- 
sages the plan of salvation is stat- 
ed as believing in Christ. But the 
context in every case shows that 
all these are simply different ways 


of making it plain that anybody in 
‘the world who comes trustingly to 


Christ will immediately be re- 
ceived, forgiven and saved. These 
different- promises do not give dif- 
ferent ways of salvation. They do 
not even give different steps in the 
same way to salvation. Salvation 
is not obtained by long detailed 
processes and meeting difficult re- 
quirements. Salvation is one sim- 
ple step to Christ. And if some 
poor sinner doesn’t understand one 
way of explaining it, then God 
gives another explanation to en- 
lighten his poor darkened mind. 
But any sinner can safely depend 
upon any single promise in the 
word that offers salvation. When 
he honestly receives Christ, or hon- 
estly comes to Christ, or sincere- 
ly confesses Christ, of when he re- 
pents, or when he trusts, it is all 


TEXAS, FRIDAY, MAY 8, 1942 


$1.00 PER YEAR 


Leteeitieeeeeee 


REV. JOE H. HANKINS 


In the last four years and eight 
months there have been 2,832 addi- 
tions to the First Baptist Church 
of Little Rock, Arkansas, under his 
pastorate. 1,165 of these were new 
converts: whom he baptized, and 
1,667 came for membership by let- 
ter or statement. The Sunday 
school varies between 1,100 and 1,- 
300.weekly. The church now has a 
great new auditorium, seating 
2,000. 

Dr. Hankins is a pastor-evanzgel- 
ist in great demand and wins hun- 
dreds of souls annually in cam- 
paigns outside his own church, 


the same thing; God receives him 
with open arms and for Christ’s 
sake forgives his sins. The extra 
promises are to make it easier to 
be saved, and not vo make it hard- 
er. 


Not Extra ' "Conditions," 
Additional Promises 

And so on the matter of prayer 
God has given many, many prom- 
ises so that by many terms He 
may make it clear how eager and 


willing He is to answer our 
prayers. Some preachers in teach- 
ing about prayer search through 
the Bible for every “condition” 
they can find. Then they proceed 
something like this: “Now, God is 
a hardhearted God. He really does 
not want to answer your prayers, 
and He will not answer them un- 
less you meet every single require- 
ment. Now here I have found bar- 
riers on the road to God. If you get 
your prayers answered you must 
climb over every single barrier 
mentioned in these conditions.” Bi- 
ble teachers sometimes_leave the 
impression that one must unlock 
a half dozen or more gates before 


But 


they can get a single prayer an-. 


swered, and if one has every key 
but one he cannot get anything 
from God, But this is shameful and 
wicked. The so-called ‘‘conditions” 
are really promises, and any Chris- 
tian who meets a single one of 
God’s promises can get everything 
that that promise of God has of- 
fered. 

I think this illustration will help 
you to understand how eager God 
is to hear our prayers, and how 
He has provided many, many va- 
rious promises, trying to encour- 
age us to pray. A visiter at a 
farmhouse, it is said, saw one 
large hole and threé smaller holes 
at the bottom of an outside door. 
So he curiously asked the farmer 
what the holes were for. » 

(Continued on page two) 
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(Preached at the First -Baptist 
Church, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
Sunday morning, January 18, 1942, 
and stenographically reported.) 


TEXT: Matt. 9:36-38. “But when 
he saw the multitudes, he was 
moved with compassion on them 
because they fainted, and were 
scattered abroad, as sheep having 
no shepherd, Then saith he unto his 
disciples, The harvest truly is 
plenteous, but the labourers are 
few. Pray ye-therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth 
labourers into his harvest.” 


I think, in a@ measure, every 
saved person has some concern 
about the unsaved. For I think that 
our concern for unsaved people is 
an evidence and a very conclusive 
test of our own salvation. It seems 
to me very seriously doubtful that 
a. person who has no concern for 
the salvation of the rest of the 
world has ever known the Lord. 
For the most natural] thing for any 
person who has found the Lord is 
to want somebody else to know 
the Lord too. The first impulse of 
Andrew when he found Christ was 
to find his brother Simon Peter 
and bring him to the Lord. When 
Philip found the Lord the first im- 
pulse of his heart was to find his 
brother Nathaniel who needed to 
know Him too, and he brought 
him to Jesus. That being the case 
we wonder why it has always been 
so that with the harvest so plente- 
ous yet the laborours are always 
so few. 


We Do Not Believe That Men 
Are Lost 


I think there are many reasons, 
One, I think, is that we hear a 
thing over and over and read it 
again and again until it becomes 
all but meaningless to us. One of 
the greatest passages in the Scrip- 
ture that ever fell from the lips 
of the Lord is that passage we call 
the Lord’s Prayer. We have said 
it in public assemblies, and re- 
peated it here and there till it 
means almost nothing to anybody, 
yet in it there is the fundamental 
conditions set forth that must be 
met by every child of God before 


“The Harvest Is Plenteous, 
But the Labourers Are Few’ 


By JOE H. HANKINS, D.D. 


he can really have a prayer life. 
QO how the Lord in those few words 
set out those great fundamentals 
of prayer! Yet they have been worn 
thin and threadbare until they — 
mean nothing to most of us. As. 
was said of a great preacher some 
years ago when he came into his 
pulpit and announced his subject 
“Salvation by Grace’ a man who 
had come to hear him said, “I 
wonder if he is going to preach 
on that subject which has been 
worn smooth. I thought when I 
came to hear him this morning I 
was going to hear something dif- 
ferent.” O my friends, can it be 
that to a Christian the great theme 
of the saving grace of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ would ever lose its ap- 
peal and its newness? And so it 
is with this truth that is spoken 
by the Lord. We have some con- 
cern for the lost, but I think the 
main reason that we are not all 
soul winners is because the awful 
fact that people are lost has at 
least grown dim in our thinking, 
and it has lost its tragedy to us, 


I am persuaded that many of us 
no longer believe down deep in our 
hearts that people are lost. We ac- 


cept it mentally as true because 
we have been taught it and 
because it is in the Bible, but it 
doesn’t really grip our hearts. 

Oh, that somehow I could burn 
this awful fact into the heart of 
every child of God who hears, me 
this morning, cause you to realize 
anew the awful tragedy of a soul 
lost, and the fact that people the 
world over, the best, the finest, 
the sweetest in our homes, our 
own flesh and blood are lost unless 
they have been born again by the 
Spirit of God and washed in the 
blood of Jesus Christ. The finest 
husband and father that ever lived, 
he may be a wonderful man (like 
was said to me this past week 
concerning a man whose wife is a 
member of this church when she 
and her mother both said that there 
never was a finer man ever lived 
and there never was a better hus- 
band and father is, as I said to that 
mother-in-law and wife) is on the 

(Continued on page four) 


We are grateful for the wide- 
spread approval of the editor’s 
new book Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives, and Women Preachers, by 
successful pastors. The following 
is an example: 


LOCKLAND BAPTIST CHURCH 
B. H. Hillard, Pastor 
Lockland, Ohio 


“John R. Rice, Editor 
“Sword of the Lord 
“Wheaton, Tl. 


“My dear Brother Rice: 


“Ship me 100 copies of the 50c 
edition of Bobbed Hair, Bossy 
Wives, and Women Preachers. You 
may ship these C.O.D. or ship them 
and mail bill, and I will either ac- 
cept the C. O.D. shipment, or send 
check for amount immediately up- 
on receipt of bill. 


“Make me the best price possible 


on the 100 lot shipment. Looks like 


Pastor Orders 100 Copies ‘Bobbed 


Hair, Bossy Wives,W omen Preachers’ 


I might dispose of a hundred 
more fin a short time. - 

“Frankly; I purchased the book 
out of more or less curiosity, but 
ere I had read it through, I was 
convinced that here was one of the 
finest books of its kind ever writ- 


ten, a book that every man, woman = 


and child should read. No home 
will go unblessed that puts into 
practice the principles Cnuneieteg 
in this book. 

“Telling our people this, a ‘niet 
I have never done before concern- 
ing any book, I immediately se- 
cured orders for 90 copies, and I 
know I will find 10 others desiring 
the book. — 

“*Yours in Him, 


(Signed) B, H. Hillard.” 


We are glad to give pastors a 
special price in quantities for wide ~~ 
distribution and we thank God that ~ 
Se tag message is being used 
0 a 


- eR ee te tg a A a AR 


z JUST PRAY 
(Continued from page one) 


- “They are for the cat and the 
ES % egies ” replied the farmer. 

oo “But,” said the visitor, “why 
- wouldn’t one large hole do? Why 
can't the kittens go through the 
game hole as the mother cat?” 


_“No, that wouldn’t do,” said the 
farmer,” ‘When I say, ‘Scat,’ I} 
es congo scat, and every kitten needs 
his own hole!’ 
4 And so every Christian needs his 
own promise. The blessed promise 
> of God in one verse is just what 
- ‘. one Christian needs to stir his 
| faith. But the same promise arous- 
| es no spark of hope and faith in 
*} the breast of another. So God gives 
» the other Christian another prom- 


»  WDuring one season of prolonged 
. prayer for a definite a bas I 
} memorized and delighted in and 
» said over and over in the night 
John 14: 18, 14, and was assured 
that since I was asking it in Je- 
sus Name my prayer would be 
; i eraiited. At another time I could 
a not seem to get victory alone and 
* so I found the full assurance I 


"with me the promise in Matthew 
18:19, “If two of you shall agree 
fy on earth as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in 
- heaven ” And then there was a 
long period of time when I de- 
_ lighted daily in that wonderful pas- 
* Sage in+Mark 11:22-24 that if one 
_ would believe he could have what- 
a soever he said. No one promise 
' can properly reveal the infinite, 
| 4 loving care of our Heavenly Fa- 
7». ther and His willingness to hear 
| § o _ His children! It takes all the prom- 
® ises in the Bible, taken at face 
‘ value, to make us realize how ea- 
: a Ber God is to hear us pray, and 
» how willingly. he will give us what 
4 ‘we desire! The truth is, that ask- 
: ing, just praying, is the way to 
_ get things from God. All these ex- 
} tra promises are intended to en- 
q a courage us to ask. 


ASKING REALLY FULFILLS 
™® ALL OTHER SPECIFIC CON- 
| DITIONS OF PRAYER 

: If you study prayerfully all these 
4 = » Specific “conditions of prayer’? you 
' will find that asking really fulfills 
them all; that they are not bar- 
_riers between a Christian and God 
' . but rather open doors so the Chris- 
» tian can come through any one of 
| them or all of them. So anxious is 
God for us to approach Him in 
prayer and ask for all we need! 


|. Asking in Faith 


Faith te more often mentioned 
as a condition of prayer than any- 
thing else. Remember these mar- 
velous promises of Jesus. 


“According to your faith be it 
unto you (Matt. 9:29). 
_ “Verily I say unto you, If ye 
have faith as a grain of mustard 
Seed, ye shall say unto this moun- 
tain, 
place; and it shall remove; and 
nothing shall be impossible unto 
you” (Matt. 17:20). 
“And all things, whatsoever ye 
Shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
Shall receive” (Matt. 21:22). 
; “If thou canst believe, all things 
= are possible to him that believeth” 
(Mark 9:23). 
See also Mark 11:22-24; Matthew 
21:21; Luke 17:6. Every Christian 
q should dwell on these - ‘promises, 
» and as far as he is able, should 
2 Claim them. Nothing can be clear- 
_er than that faith can get all that 
_ God has to give 
_ But it is cell” to remember that 
as faith is a relative matter. Suppose 
ag that on the left-hand side of a 
_ piece of paper you write “utter un- 
lief.” Then at the far right-hahd 
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_ nheeded when I got a friend to claim |. 


Remove hence to yonder’ 


_. Entered as second-class matter, | to. 


certainty.” Now draw a line be-. 
tween those two, and any point on 
that line will be faith. People speak 
of “perfect faith,” but really there 
is no perfect faith. As soon as you 
reach certainty, it is knowledge, 
and not faith. Faith is made up of 
two parts: belief and unbelief. One 
may have both at the same time. 

Remember the father who came to 
Jesus and said, “Lord, I believe; 

help thou my unbelief’ (Mark 9: 


|. 24). And that father who had some 


unbelief and some belief, got his 
prayer answered and his boy 
healed! When you take all the un- 
belief out of faith, then it is cer- 
tainty or knowledge, and not faith 
at all. For example, when we get 
to Heaven in glorified bodies and 
are already entered into the eter- 
nal blessings there, we will not 
have faith about salvation. It will 
be’ knowledge. I have faith in a 
check; until I cash it. Then after 
that I do not have faith. in the 
check. I’ already have the cash 
money, and faith has become a 
certainty. Before the check is 
cashed I believe that the man who 
signed it has the money in the 
bank. But after the check has been 
cashed, then I know that he bad 
the money in the bank. 


As a few of us students talked 
together about the things of God, 


a student minister said, “If you 
have any doubt in your heart when 
you pray, you had just as well 
quit praying. God will never an- 
swer a prayer when there is any 
doubt in your heart.” That grieved 
me and greatly troubled me then, 
for I could hardly say of my faith, 
even when strongest, that I had 
no doubt. But I soon learned that 
the young man was mistaken, very 
greatly mistaken; for God answers 
our prayers not in relation to our 
doubts, but in relation to our be- 
lieving. One can have doubts, and 
faith at the same time. And Jesus 
said that if one had faith as big 
as .a mustard seed he could move 
mountains. The father who said 
with tears, “Lord, I believe; help 
thou my unbelief,” had doubts, but 
he had belief, too. And he had 
faith enough to have his boy 
healed. 


A most comforting example 
from the Bible is that in the 
twelfth chapter of Acts. There we 
find a group of earnest Christians 
spending the night in prayer at 
the home of Mary, the mother of 
Mark. They are spending the en- 
tire night in prayer; for Peter, the 
chief apostle is in prison and is 
to be slain tomorrow. Wicked Her- 
od has already killed James, the 
brother of John, and now to please 
the wicked Jews he is willing .to 
kill Peter. Oh, how fervently these 
dear Christians prayed. I can im- 
agine their prayers were something 
like this: “Oh, Lord, we can’t spare 
Peter! He’s the chiefest of the 
apostles, the boldest preacher of 
all. Stephen has been stoned, James 
has been killed with the sword. Oh, 
Lord, deliver Peter. This night, 
Lord, bring. him out of that jail 
and deliver him!’’ Yet their hearts 
were -very heavy in the midst of 
their prayers. For it seemed im- 
possible for Peter to get out of jail. 
Sixteen soldiers were on constant 
guard over this one man within 
the locked jail. Peter was even 
sleeping between two soldiers and 
was bound with two chains. But 
God heard their prayers. He sent 
His angel who woke up Peter, 
broke off the chains, opened the 
doors and brought Peter out into 
the city. Peter then bethought him- 
self of dear Sister Mary’s~ home 
and came to report his wonderful 
deliverance. He knocked at the 
frent gate again and again. The 
elder Christians were too busy 
praying to go see who it was. So 
they sent a little girl named Rhoda. 
When she heard Peter’s voice and 
knew who it was she forgot to un- 
lock the gate and ran gladly to 
tell the praying group, “Peter is 
here! It is Peter himself knocking 
at the gate! Peter is out of jail!’ 
They stopped praying long enough 
say, “Thou art mad.” They 
thought she was crazy when she 
announced that their prayers were 
answered! When she insisted that 
it was surely Peter, they said, ‘It 
is his angel.” They thought Peter 
had already been killed and his 
spirit was at the door! But Peter 
kept on knocking, knocking at the 
front gate; and when finally. they 
let him in “they were astonished!” 
says the Scripture. 

I have laughed again and again 
at this incident. All night long they 
had been praying for Peter to get 
out of jail, and then they didn’t 


believe it. But —_ had faith 


enough to pray, and that is not all; 
they had faith enough to get the 
answer! They had many doubts. 
Who can blame them? But they 
also had a brokenhearted, plead- 
ing, clinging faith that would not 
let God go until the answer came. 
I say that faith can, get any- 
thing that God has. But if you 
have faith even too little to mea- 
sure, even less than a grain of 
mustard seed that it takes to move 
mountains, then keep on praying.: 
The truth is that asking fulfills 
the requirement of faith, at least 
in part, For everyone who really 
prays has some faith or he would 
not pray. That is made clear in 
Romans 10:13, 14 which says, “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. How 
then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and 
how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard?. and 
how shall they hear without a 
preacher.” 


“Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
But the Bible has elsewhere many 
times said that those who believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ shall be 
saved. Does calling here fulfill the 
requirement of believing? Yes, for 
the next verse says, “How then 
shall they call on him in whom 
they have not believed?’ No one 
calls on God unless he believes 
there is a God. No one asks any- 
thing of God unless he believes that 


there is a God who answers prayer. 


No one asks anything of this God 
Who answers prayer unless he has 
some reason to hope that even his 
own prayer will be answered. Call- 
‘ing is believing. 

Then how wonderfully clear it is 
that all who really earnestly and 
sincereiy ask have some—faith in 
their hearts, or’ they would not 
ask. And we have a right, then, 
to take at face value the words of 
Jesus, ‘Ask and it shall be given 
you; seck, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you: 
for every one that asketh receiv- 
eth; and he that seeketh findeth; 
and to him that knocketh it shall 
bé opencd.” And again we have a 
right to believe that, “Ye have not, 
because ye ask not.” It is well to 
grow in faith. If God gives you, 
out of his great mercy, a large, 
vigorous faith, then use it and be 
glad. But let us remember that 
asking, too, is proof of faith. If 
you want anything from God, 
JUST PRAY! For asking fufills all 
God’s requirements. 


And suppose a Christian’s faith 
is weak; where can he grow bet- 
ter than on his knees, and waiting 
before God ‘in asking? The place 
te grow faith is the place of 
prayer. If you ask in weak faith 
and begin to get some prayers an- 
swered, then your faith will grow. 
As you prove God, you will grow 
more and more to see His willing- 
ness to answer prayer, what things 
hinder prayer, and will feel greater 
freedom to call on God. 


So those who pray already have 
some faith. And those who con- 
tinue to pray will grow in faith. 
Simply asking, earnestly and with 
a surrendered heart, meets all 
God’s requirements about prayer, 
including the requirement of faith. 


2. Asking According to His Will 


is another requirement or ‘condi- 
tion’ for answered prayer. First 
John 5:14, 15 says, “And this is 
the confidence that we have in him, 
that, if we ask any thing accord- 
ing to his will, he heareth us: and 
if we know that he hear us, what- 
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clearly in the will of God, we should 
expect to receive it. And if we ask 
earnestly for that which we have 
no reason to believe is against 
God’s avill, we should expect to re- 
ceive our request. ‘God gives us all 
He can give and do right. 

We are human, we are weak, we 
are imperfect in knowledge? We 
do not even perfectly understand 
the Bible. We are only imperfectly 
submissive to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. So often we do not 
perfectly know the will of God. 
Can we, then, never get our 


‘prayers answered in such cases? 


Oh, yes, we may! My children do 
not always know they will get 
what they ask from me. But they 
have sincere hope, a belief that 
they will get many things, without 
absolute knowledge of it. And so 
they come and ask, and for their 
asking they are rewarded. 

God really has many reasons 
which we do not perfectly under- 
stand for wanting us to have what 
our hearts desire and what we 
crave. Often the thing we dimly 
hope for, and ask for with fear 
and trembling is the very delight 
of God’s heart to give! We must 
never measure God’s willingness to 


give by our imperfect understand- 


ing of His willingness. He is able 
to do éxceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think.” Both 
God’s ability and His willingness to 
answer prayer are greater than 
our ability to ask. 


Children, in their asking of par- 
ents, go more by their wants and 
seeming needs than by a perfect 
understanding of the resources and 
plans of their parents. And so we 
frail children of God have a right 
to come in our ignorance, in our 
poverty, in our littleness and un- 
worthiness and ask of God all-we 
want and all we need. We have 
been taken into God’s own family. 
We are the dear children of His 
heart. God has bought us to Him- 
self at such infinite price in the 
death of His Son, that it is shame- 
ful and wicked to think He would 
be reluctant in His giving or un- 
willing to answer prayers. So 
when there is no known reason 
why) our request would be against 
the will of God, we should in most 
cases presume that it is in His 
will. If after honest searching of 
our motives and an honest exam- 
ination of the Word of God, and a 
quiet listening to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit, to find what kind of 
things please God and will be ac- 
cording to His dear will — after 
that, if we have no rebuke from 
God or no leading that the thing 
we desire is against His will, we 
have a right to come boldly with 
our requests. For when a born- 
again child of God comes to his 
own loving Heavenly Father, cry- 
ing out for his hearts’ desire, then 
the presumption is in favor of his 
getting what he desires. 


We know that anybody in the. 


world may freely come to God for 
salvation. We are already plainly 
‘told that it is God’s will to save 
all that come to Him through faith 
in Jesus Christ. But Romans 8: 
32 tells us, ‘“He that spared not his 


soever we ask, we know that we | 


have the petitions that we desired 
of him.” That is a wonderful prom- 
ise. But, mark you, God is talk- 
ing ‘here about knowing, and not 
about believing, Any Christian who 


knows that he is asking just what 


God wants to do, and asking ac- 


cording to His will about it, and 


knows that God hears him and that 
he already has the petition he de- 
sired of God. And if you reach in 
some particular this wonderful con- 
dition of absolutely knowing that 
you are asking according to God’s 
will, both as to the what and the 
how of your prayer, that is a won- 
derful confidence, Take care that 
you are het discouraged if you do 
not have such absolute confidence, 


for this Scripture does not say 


that those who do not know that 
they are asking in accordance with 
God’s perfect will will not receive 
| anything of God. Asking according 
to His will is the perfection of ask- 
ing. It is true that if we ask some- 
thing clearly co to the will 
of God, we should not. expect to 
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receive it. But if we ask ree. 
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own Son, but delivered him up for 
us ‘all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?’’ 


Any one who has been to Calvary | 
1for salvation is earnestly urged; 


then, to be perfectly free to come 
back for everything else that is 
needed. 


I am saying that our relation- 
ship as the born-again children of 
our dear heavenly Father means 
that already God has a pre-dispo- 
sition to answer our prayers and 
that unless it is wrong or hurt- 
ful, then it is likely according to 
His will. 


So the Scripture, I J 5: 14, 
15, is precious, but it is not meant 
to be a limitation on our prayer. 
If you perfectly know the will of 
God, then ask with all the more 
boldness. If you do not perfectly 
know the will of God, then you 
know that He loves you, that He 
has given His Son for you, ant 
with Him is’ just as willing to 
freely give us all things. 


And let us remember this; the 
way to find the will of God is to 
pray. While we wait before God, 
asking, He will help us to modify 
our prayers if they are not accord- 
ing to His will. His blessed Spirit, 
who is a prayer-helper to every 
surrendered Christian, will show 
us the things that are according to 
the will of God. “Likewise the 
Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: 
for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but the Spir- 
it itself maketh intercession for us 
| with groanings which cannot be 
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uttered” (Rom, 8:26). And this 
blessed Holy Spirit “maketh inter- 
cession forthe saints according to 
the will of God,’ says Romans 8: 
27. It is while we pray that we best 
learn what is the will of God. 
Praying is the way to get our 
prayers corrected so they can be 
heard, so. they will please God. So 
if you want anything from God, 
JUST PRAY! Simply asking, if 
it be sincere, honest asking, will 
lead to asking in the will of God, 
and to meeting all the conditions 
for answered prayer. 


3. Asking in Jesus’ Name 


John 14:13, 14 says, ‘“‘And what- 
soever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shail 
ask any thing in my name, I will 
do it.”” And John 16:24 says, ‘“‘Hith- 
erto have ye asked nothing in my 
name: ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full.” 


Of course these Scriptures do ~- 


not mean that we are simply to 
add onto our prayer the label, ‘““We 
ask in Jesus’ name.” It is nowhere 
said that we are to put such a 
phrase in our prayers. Saying it 
does not make it so. Bible Chris- 
tians often told other people they 
did things in the name of the Lord, 
(Continued on page three) 


25c EDITION 
“AND GOD 
REMEMBERED...” 


4 


We have just received from the 
printer 5,000 copies of the new edi- 
tion of the book, “And God Re- 
membered ...” to sell at 25c a 
copy. This new edition has exactly 
the same type, fine book paper, the 
same illustrations, but has a beau- 
tiful leatherette paper cover in- 
stead of the expensive cloth. bind- 
ing’ with gold jacket of the 50c 
book. 

Of this book’ by Editor John R. 


5134 copies of the cloth bound edi- 


book is less than a year old, 


Pastor George A. Palmer of the 
Morning Cheer Broadcast in Phil- 
adelphia recently bought an entire 
printing of 20,000 copies for his 
annual letter week when the edi- 
tor was guest speaker on his broad- 
cast at Easter time. The 10,000 
cloth bound copies, the 20,000 cop- 
ies printed for Pastor Palmer, and 
the 5,000 printed in this.new paper 
bound edition, make a total of 35,- 
000 copies printed within the first 
year! =‘ 

A letter just came Thursday 
from a man in Pennsylvania saved 
through this book. Praise the Lord! 
We are so glad to get out this book 
of favorite messages. : 

It contains the sermons “And 
God Remembered...” Tears in 
Heaven, “Behold the Man.’” 
“Where Is the Lord God >of Eli- 
jah?” The Exceeding Abundantly 
Able God, and The Torn Veil. 123 
pages, each sermon illustrated. . 

PRICES: Cloth boul, gold jack- 
eted, postpaid, 50c a copy, 5 cop- 
ies for $2.00. 

New paper bound edition, same 
beautiful picture on cover, not 
cloth bound, otherwise the same as 


for $1.00. . 

What an opportunity when you 
can get 5 copies of this useful book 
for friends for only $1.00! 7 
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512 West Franklin, Wheaton, Il. 


Rice, we have already distributed 


tion and it is still selling well. The 


above, price per copy 25c, 5 copies 
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-gus’ sake. We do not/ne 


_ give us this day our daily bread.” 


JUST PRAY 


(Continued from page two) 


but I do not recall a single Bible 
prayer in which people told God 
they were asking in the name of 
the Lord. God-would know without 
us saying. But to ask in Jesus’ 
“name.simply means that we know 


it would please and honor the Lord 


Jesus and we are making the re- 


_ quest for His sake, And the in- 


struction is for us, and not for 
God. We need to check ourselves 
to see that we ask things for Je- 
to tell 
God that it is for Jesus ‘sake. He 
knows, 

Now here is a blessed promise. 
Anything we ask, because Jesus 
wants it, we have a right to ex- 
pect. God will surely give it. This 


is the same as asking according 


to His will mentioned above. John 
15:7, “If ye abide in me, and my 


words abide in you, ye shall ask 


what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you” means the same thing. 
If we are in conscious full sur- 
render to the-will of God, and if 
we have His words abiding in us 
so well that we know the perfect 
will of God, then manifestly it will 
be easy to get the things we want. 
We will ask things that Jesus 
wants and get them. 


But do you think that no Chris- 
tian ought ever to pray for his 
own local and particular needs be- 
cause he himself is God’s child and 
has a claim on his heavenly Fa- 
ther? Do you think that my four- 
year-old baby girl, when she is 
hungry, would need to come to me 
and put up an argument like this: 
“Daddy, you. will get more honor 
among men if you don’t let me 
starve. You will probably preach 
better. You will have more friends. 
So daddy, for your own sake, won’t 
you give me a glass of milk?’’ Do 
you think all of that is necessary 
when my baby is = gal ge No, no! 
She is my own baby. I love her. 
The very fact that she is hungry 
and needy puts an obligation on 
me. I want her to love me, to wish 
to please me. I want her to be in- 
terested in all my work, my hap- 
piness, my welfare. But when all 
that is taken for granted, my own 
daughter still has a perfect right 
to come to her daddy x0. ask for 
what she wants. 


I say it is well for us to ask in 
Jesus’ name, when the matters are 
those which primarily concern His 
kingdom. And in some sense, of 
course, every matter concerning 
our own welfare touches, in some 
point, the honor that is due the 
name of Jesus. 

But if we are frank and honest 
we will see that when we ask for 
help in winning a soul, and when 
we ask for food when we are hun- 
gry, we are praying in two differ- 
ent realms. Certainly, when I am 
asking for the salvation of a soul, 
I know the Lord Jesus is more 
concerned than I am, and of course 
I ought to be far more concerned 
that Jesus be honored in the mat- 
ter than that some personal wish 
of mine should be fulfilled. I should 
ask for the salvation of that soul 
in Jesus name primarily, though 
my own heart needs the comfort 
and encouragement of seeing a 
soul saved. And perhaps it may be 
my own blood brother, and the 
earthly ties strong, and my heart 
cries out in love for my brother, 
longing to see him have the happi- 
ness and peace and security which 
I have; yet in that matter, Christ’s 
will ought to be first in my mind. 


However, when I pray for daily 
bread, there is a slightly different 
emphasis, In the model prayer we 
are simply taught to pray, “Our 
Father, which art in heaven 


Asking in Jesus’ name is proper, 
and is certain to get results when 
we can do it, But every born-again 


child of God has a short cut when /|f 


it comes to asking for daily pro- 
vision-and needs. He, too, is God’s 
child. If God wants to please His 
Son, Jesus, then God also wants 
to please all His other children. 


times in the Bible. we are 


peor Oe ‘that we stand. before the 


We are heirs of God and 


joint “heirs with Christ. Christ is 


our elder Brother. “As he is, so are 


"we in this world” (I John 4:17). 
- Asking in Jesus’ name is always 
- proper. And if we can do it 


the certainty of. an- 


is 
- swer. But if you do not know that 
© you ean meet that condition, you 
__ still have the re door that every 
Child has with his 


the same opinion and says, 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


These various promises are not a 
series: of barricades, all of which 
we must climb over to get any- 
thing from God. No, rather, they 
are different avenues of approach. 
If you cannot come through one, 
then God makes -another for you. 
And if you do not know that you 
can ask in the name of Jesus, yet 
you have a right to come and say, 
“My Father.” Do you think a 
hungry baby has to argue with its 
mother long and profoundly to get 


food? No, but rather she knows 


the hunger-cry and is eager to 
hold the little one to her breast. 
The mother has as much need 
give as the child has to receive. 
And so God has as much pre-dis- 
position to answer our prayers as 
we have to call upon Him. 


I think if you study prayerfully 
and reverently you will understand 
what I mean when I say that it| 
is best, of course, to come in 
Jesus’ name, but that even in our 
own names, as,the born-again 
children of God, we have precious 
rights and inheritances, we make 
bold claims since we are already 
accepted in the beloved. It is not 
that we deserve anything, but God 
loves and gives to us according to 
our needs and not according to 
our deserts; according to His mer- 
cy and grace, and not according 
to our ,worthiness. It is wel to 
ask in Jesus’ name. But simply 
asking, too, gets things from God. 
The very fact -that we can say, 
“Our Father’ involves Jesus’ 
name, for it is through Jesus 
Christ that we were born into the 
family of the Father and have a 
right to ask of Him what we need. 


- 4. Where Two Are Agreed 
in. Asking 


It shall be done for them, Mat- 
thew 18:19 says, “Again I say un- 
to you, That if you shall agree on 
earth as touching anything that 
they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in 
heaven.”’ 

But again let us see that this 
is not an extra condition of prayer 
which all must meet. Rather, it 
is simply an extra encouragement 
to pray, an extra promise. When 
two people can agree, not simply 
to ask a thing, but when they are 
agreed as touching the thing they 
shall ask, the Scripture says that 
they shall receive. That simply 
means that with two people each 
would be encouraged to believe be- 
cause the other believed. It means 
that with two people carefully lis- 
tening to the Holy Spirit’s instruc- 
tions, they would feel surer of His 
leading when He helped them 
to pray for certain things. If one 
person understands the Scripture 
to promise a certain thing and if 
the second person comes to exactly 
“Yes, 
I too believe that God’s Word 
authorizes us to make this request, 
to pray this prayer,” then natural- 
ly they can be more bold in 
prayer. Two people might each 
check the other to see that the 
prayer is not selfish. We are even 
commanded, ‘Confess, your faults 
one to another, and phay one for 
another, that ye may be healed.” 
So when hearts are knit together 
and guided by the Word and by 
the Holy Spirit, they can receive 
from God the things they are per- 
fectly agreed upon in their prayer. 


But it is still true that if one 
trusts the Lord he may move 
mountains if there is not another 
person in the world to agree with 
him in prayer. If one meets God’s 
promises, those promises are plain 
and sure. If one is led by the 
Spirit of God, he may be just as 
sure that he prays in the will of 
God as if there were a thousand 


.| praying. We do not need a group 


of prominent citizens to bring poli- 
tical influence upon God when we 
pray! We do not need the “pull” 

of somebody else, seemingly more 
favored of God than we are, when 
we come to pray. God is no respect- 
er of persons. The weakest of His 
children stands before Him, in 
some measure, in all the beauty. 
and work of Jesus Christ who has 
taken his place, So if you can get 
someone else perfectly agreed with 
you on the petition, to help you 
ask God for it, you may do so 
with assurance. But make sure 
that God does not require this- 
hefore you can get your prayers 
answered. This is not a condition, 

but simply an extra SEPT TORY 
for prayer. 

Do you remember that the 
greatest answers to prayer in the 
Bible followed the petition of only 
one person? Moses alone payee 


vee Father. [ betere. God until He agreed to 


spare rebellious Israel, and God 
repented when He had planned to 
blot them out of His book (Exo. 
32:9-14). At the faith and com- 
mand of Joshua alone, the sun 
stood still in the heavens for about 
the space of a full day (Josh. 
10:13). King Hezekiah alone 
prayed, even against the discour- 
agement of the prophet Isaiah and 
the revelation from God that he 
was to die. God heard him and 
added fifteen years to his life! 
(Isa. 38:5). Elijah alone in Israel 
prayed and it rained not for three 
years and six months. Again he 
prayed and it rained. Again he 
alone prayed and the fire came 
down from Heaven to burn up the 
sacrifice and turn the hearts of all 
Israel back to God! Peter put 
everybody else out of the room and 
kneeled down by the body of Dor- 
cas and prayed, and she was raised 
|} from the dead (Acts 9:40). And 
again and again in history, one 
person has prayed and God has 
done-marvels. If others agree with 
you in prayer, that is blessed. If 
they do not, still all the resources 
of Heaven are at your command 
if you simply pray. Just ask God, 
and in this sincere, earnest asking 
all God’s conditions are met. 


5. Persistence in Prayer 


Has a promise of sure answer. 
Jesus, after giving the parable of 
the unjust judge and of the widow 
who troubled the ungodly judge so 
that finally he gave her her peti- 
tion, as he said, “lest by her con- 
tinual coming she weary me,” then 
promised, “‘And shall God not 
avenge his own‘ elect, which cry 
day and night unto him, though 
he bear long with them, I tell you 
that he will avenge them speedi- 
ly.” Persistence in prayer has the 
promise of an answer. How many 
precious promises are given to 
those who wait upon the Lord. 
They shall not be ashamed, they 
shall inherit the earth, they shall 
renew their strength, and _ the 
Lord is good to them. And wait- 
ing certainly means persistence in 
prayer. And all the instances in 
the Bible where people fasted and 
prayed, are implied promises that 
if we continue steadfastly in 
prayer we too shall see the bless- 
ing. 

But is not persistence simply 
asking? Is it not simply praying 
and keeping on praying? There is 
no time. limit on prayer. Some- 


times the heart-cry in the fraction 
of a second is heard and answered. 
Sometimes people have waited on 
God for years before they got the 


cases all alike are, covered by the 
blessed promise, ‘‘Ask, and it shall 
be. given you: seek and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you: for every one that ask- 
eth receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened” (Matt. 7:7, 8). 
In fact, the very tense used here 
implies that one who persistently 
asks and persistently seeks, and 
persistently knocks, receives, and 
finds, and has God’s door opened 
to him. 


So I say that asking covers all 
the conditions, all the requirements 
to get things from God. 


Yes, to teach that we ought to 
be persistent in prayer is to teach 
the truth; but that is not all the 
truth. The full truth includes the 
fact that many, many times God 
hears those who pray about a mat- 
ter only once and then drop it. The 
truth includes the fact that people 
oftentimes ask of God and in dis- 
pair they give up and faint, but 
a merciful and kindly God who 
loves _His own frail and weak 
children, does not forget as easily 
as we do, and He-often gives the 
answer that was desired and 
longed for, even when the one who 
prayed had ceased to expect it! 
How often I have prayed for some- 
thing, and then because of lack of 
faith, or because I had been over- 
whelmed, it seemed, with other 
duties or interests, I have dropped 


has come and I hardly remem- 
bered at first that I had asked for 
the thing I ,was so glad to get! 
Oh God does not answer us ac- 
cording to our merits but accord- 
ring to His grace! God is more 
faithful to answer than we are to 
ask. “For he knoweth our frame, 
he remembereth that we are dust.” 
He knows the desire of our heart, 
the earnest need, even though we 
do not have faith to expect ’it, or 


desire of their hearts. But these 


the prayer; then later the answer: 


to continue. praying. Per- 
sistence in ite ga Had + — ‘> that 
ees were more steadf in daily 


taking to God all of our needs and 
claiming all of His bounties! Per- 
sistence is a part and partial of 
asking. But even weak asking of- 
ten gets great blessings from God. 
And when the Saviour gave us a 
wonderful promise about the 4an- 
swer that comes to persistent 
praying, He was not putting that 
as. a limitation on prayer or as 
the absolute minimum requirement. 
No, no, In that the Saviour was 
only making a broader promise for 
those who seemed not to have 
much faith, or for those who could 
not, they felt, ask wholly in Jesus’ 
name, or who could not meet some 
other precious promise. This is 
simply another open door to God 
for those who feel they cannot 
enter in as well by some other 
promise. 

So if you want things from God 
just pray; simply ask God! Earn- 
est asking meets all God’s require- 
ments. 


6. What About Hindrances 


to Prayer 
Can just simply praying get hin- 
drances out of the way so God will 
hear our prayers? Yes, undouhted- 
ly! Honest, earnest asking will 


-lead to the cure of everything that 


is wrong with our prayers. We are 
told that wrong relationship be- 
tween husband and wife hinders 
our prayer (I Peter 3:1-7). Being 
unreconciled to our brother hinders 
prayer -(Matthew 5:23, 24). So 
does unforgiveness (Matthew 6:12, 
15; Mark 11:25, 26; Matthew 18: 
21-35). Any loved sin, unrepented, 
unlamented, unforsaken turns 
away God’s face and hinders our 
prayers (Isaiah 59:1], 2; Psalm 
66:18; I Peter 3:12). And James 
4:3 says, “Ye ask, and receive not, 
because ye ask amiss, that ye may 
consume it upon your lusts.’’ So 
it is quite clear that sometimes 
evil motives, and covered sin make 
it so God cannot answer our 
prayers. In such cases what shall 
we do? 

The answer again, first of all, 
is simply pray! For there is some- 


thing in praying that tends cons-' 


tantly to correct all the hindrances 
to prayer. Anyone who conscious- 
ly, earnestly seeks God, has al- 
ready turned in his heart toward 
the way out of his troubles, and if 
he will follow it honestly and ear- 
nestly, he will be led out into the 
clear light of sweet fellowship with 
God and unhindered prayer! 


This is made quite clear by the 
teaching of our Saviour in Mat- 
thew 5:23, 24, where He says, “If 
thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath ought against thee; 
leave there thy gift before the al- 
tar, and go thy way; first be rec- 
onciled to thy brother, and then 
come and offer thy gift,” Did you 

(Continued on page four) 


PRAYER 


Dear Lord, look into my mouth 
and see what a cruel thing my 
tongue is. It seeks to ruin good 
reputation; it lies when crowded 
into a corner; it boasts to satisfy 
vanity; it runs on and on when 
silence would be golden; it does 
not report matters correctly, it has 
made trouble for me any my rela- 
tives, friends and co-workers. Dear 
Lord, if you can adjust my tongue 
to truth and gentleness, love and 
fairness, you will perform a mir- 
acle of compassion in the area 
where I live, move and have my 
being. « — Allen Stockdale 

——---0-—-- 


A Heart-Warming 


Example — 


Here is a letter from a godly 
widow that I know will comfort 
and strengthen readers of The 
Sword of the Lord. 


“April 4, 1942 
“Dear Brother and Sister Rice: 


“Inclosed find $1.00 to use for 
winning souls to Christ. 

“I wish to thank you very much 
for the last two papers from you 
as my subscription ran out two 
weeks ago, but I was not able to 
renew it, But you sent us the last 
two papers, and we sure did enjoy 
them. We are praying that God 
will open some way that we can 
again order the paper. I sure did 
like the sermon on Definite Pray- 
ing. I think The Sword of the Lord 
is the best paper I ever read. It 
seems to lift us and help us to 
live closer to the 

“My fourteen year old boy and 
myself live alone. The boy is go- 
ing to school and I am a widow 
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Ungodly People 
Are the Only 
Kind God Saves 


BY W. R. NEWELL 


“To him that worketh not, but 
believeth on Him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is reckoned for 
righteousness’”’ Romans 4:5. 


I wish to call the reader’s at- 
tention to one fact—God justifies 
ungodly men. He does not justify 
all ungodly men, but He justifies 
only-tngodly men. Men think that 
because they have been ungodly 
and wicked, God demands a change 
in their character before He re- 
ceives them. This is not true. The 


‘| fifth verse of the fourth of Ro- 


mans, as quoted above, definitely 
says that “God justifies the ungod- 
ly who believe.” 


What then does God ask an un- 
godly sinner to do? First of all, 
nothing; that is, to cease from ab- 


solutely all efforts to save himself. 


For the verse says, “To him that 
worketh not.”’ A man is asked sim- 
ply to accept God’s verdict about 
him — that he is ungodly, wnright- 
eous, and unable to save himself. 
Second, accept the blessed news 
that God Himself has already reck- 
oned his sins and ungodliness: to 
another Person, that is, Christ, His 
Son, and that, because the punish- 
ment of sin was death, Jesus has 
by God’s appointment died, has 
shed His blood, in the sinner’s 
place. “‘The Lord laid on Him (Je- 
sus) the iniquity of us all’ (Isa- 
iah 53:6). Christ died for our sins 
— that is instead of our dying for 
them. Death here means banish- 
ment from God under a curse; and 
Christ bearing our sins was for- 
saken on the cross as accursed of 
God. (Matthew 26:46; Galatians 3: 
13). 

Now when an ungodly man finds 
these two great truths: first, that 
he is utterly unable to help 
himself; and second, that Jesus 
Christ has already borne sin, in his 
place, by God’s appointment; and 
when this ungodly man just ac- 
cepts these facts and trusts this 
Saviour, Whom God raised from 
the dead to be trusted, this ungodly 
man is saved then and there; that 
is — God forgives and justifies him 
on the basis of the price already 
paid — the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God. 

Listen to the Gospel: “To him 
that worketh not, but believeth 
on Him that justifieth the ungodly 


his faith is reckoned for righteous- 


ness’ (Romans 4:5). 


Let anyone who wants Christ 
claim Him at once. As a sinner, 
claim the Saviour at once. As a 
sinner, claim the Saviour God has 


.| appointed for sinners, as your very 


own Saviour this moment. He sees 
your heart. Trust Him now as 
yours; and lo, He is yours! 


and almost an invalid. Am unable 
to work, so all the money we get 
is what has been given to us. My 
sister gave us $10.00 in February. 
We put the Lord’s dollar away to 
itself and had not put it in His 
church. So last week when our 
money had gotten down to only 
pennies, my boy said, ‘Mother, why 
don’t you give the Lord His mon- 
ey before it tempts us?’ It made 
me feel so ashamed that I had left 
it so long without putting it into 
service for the Lord. So-we “felt 
led to send it to you. 


“‘Please pray for us that God will 
increase our faith. I know when 
we worry we are not fully trust- 
ing God. It is so hard to keep from 
yore when things look so 

rk. - 


“May God bless you and keep. 


you in His great service until Je- 
sus comes. 


“Your humble friends in Christ, 


“P. S. My sister’s two children 
were saved under your preaching 
in rescue mission at Evansville, In- 
diana. er are J and V——— 


+ 


That $1. 00 of the Lord’s money 
was sent as a gift to get out the 
gospel, and it is being so used, But 
someone else has already provided 
that this dear sister in Christ will 
get The Sword of the Lord for an- 
other year, along with her four- 
teen year old boy. Let their devo- 
tion to Christ and their faithful- 
ness in the tithe be an example to 
the rest of us. And I trust that 
readers will join the editor in 


peoyee that God will provide for 
dear saint and her fourteen © 


year old son. 
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road to hell, if he has not been 
born again. How I wish that some- 
how I could get you to realize 
anew the meaning of that word 
“lost” used in the Scripture. When 
you and I see and feel what Jesus 
saw and felt there will be more'| 
laborours in the harvest — we will 
go. 

“When Jesus saw the multitude 
what did he see that moved his 
heart so with compassion on them ? 
If you and I had been there we 


would have seen a great crowd of 


people milling around, thousands 
of them gathered in that congre- 
gation. We would have seen how 
this one and that was dressed — 
how this one and that looked, and 


we would have listened to their 


conversations here and there. But 
what did Jesus see that gripped his 
heart and moved his soul with com- 
passion as he looked upon that 
crowd? He saw a multitude of 
souls that were lost and on their 
way to eternity without God and 


- Without hope. He saw spiritual 


eyes that’ were blinded by the dev- 
il and by sin. He saw them so com- 
pletely blinded they did not even 
realize their own need. He saw 
them groping in darkness and 
utterly helpless to find their 
way to the light unless somebody 
should take them by the hand and 
lead them to it. For sin blinds. O 
the world this morning is blind- 
folded by the devil and blinded by 
sin and is being led step by step 
into the awful abyss of eternal 


night without God and without 


hope in the world. 


A Billion and a Half Souls on the 
_ Way to Hell 


I wish I could bring to you this 
morning so you would never, for- 
get it, that picture of a billion and 
a half souls on their way to hell, 
an army the like of which the 
world has never dreamed. I think 
of the armies of the United Na- 
tions and the armies that are as- 
sembled by the axis powers in bat- 
tle, but they ‘are not a “drop in 
the bucket” compared to the bil- 
lion and a half souls in the world 
this morning that like the people 


. 3 _ of Nineveh, when it comes to spir- 


itual things, “know not their right 
hand from their left.’’ Think of the 
multitudes in Little Rock this 
morning! We are prone to feel 
proud of ourselves when we have 
1,100 or 1,200 in Sunday School, 
and the church is packed with peo- 
ple at the worship hour. We think 
we are getting somewhere, but if 
you would take the groups that are 
gathered in all our churches and 
put them all together, and put the 
crowd on the other side that never 
goes to anybody’s church — who 
know nothing about God or spir- 
itual things, spiritually dead, in 
trespasses and sins, on their way 
to eternal night without God and 
without hope, I tell you it would 
make the angels in heaven weep. 
O if we could just get that picture 
this morning — they are lost, lost, 
LOST! If we could see it and feel 


-it as Jesus did we would go into 


the highways and hedges after 
them. 

Listen to God as His Word de- 
scribes it, “having no hope and 


~ without God in the world,” — fac- 


‘the earth: 


|] free. The membership dues in the 
can | league is $1.00 a year. Send for 
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ing “eternity where one day they 
shall stand before the judge of all 
“And before him shall 
be gathered all nations: and he 
Shall separate them one from the 
other as a shepherd divideth his 
sheep from the goats. And he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand but 


' the goats on the left. Then shall 


the King say unto them on his 


» right hand, Come, ye blessed of my 


Father, inherit’ the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the*foundation 


| of the world .. . Then shall he say 
' unto them on the left hand, De- 
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part from me, ye cursed, unto ev- 
erlasting fire, prepared for the dev- 
il and his angels . . . And these 
shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment: but the righteous into 
life etérnal.” Do you believe it? 
That is what Jesus saw that so 
moved his heart toward that 
crowd. 


It Will Soon Be Too Late 


Another thing Jesus saw was 
that the time was just out yonder 
when it would be too late. ‘The 
harvest,” is ripe, the grain is gold- 
en in the ear. Most of us under- 
stand how wheat is grown and 
harvested. I had the privilege of 
living for eight years in West Tex- 
as where they grow lots of wheat, 
and I learned more about it than 
I had known in this state. One day 
I was driving down the highway 
and saw hundreds of acres of the 
most beautiful wheat on those roll- 
ing hills, and the grain was gold- 
en ripe. I said, “Isn’t it a wonder- 
ful crop of wheat, and doesn’t it 
seem ready to be harvested?’’-In 
fields near by the binders were run- 
ning, and I wondered why some- 
body wasn’t- taking care of that 
field. Just one week later I passed 
by that same field. In the 
meantime a terrible rain 
storm had come — when it 
rains in West Texas it is a deluge 
— and instead of that beautiful 
field with its rolling hills covered 
with golden grain; the wheat had 
broken, and the heads had fallen 
to the ground. All over that field 
was that sight of wasted harvest. 
I said to a man, “Can they do any- 


“Not a thing; it is gone, it is too 
late,”’ : 

That is what Jesus saw — that 
after a while is too late. Listen 


friends, souls are on the march to 
death and eternity. Don’t wait till 
the morning, tomorrow may be too 
late. I think Jesus meant that very 
thing when he said, “I must work 
the works of him that sent me while 
it is day: for the night cometh 
when no man can work.” The time 
will come when your opportunity 
is gone. I believe with all my heart 
— Will you hear me this morning? 
— I believe with all my heart that 

ere is a time in every unsaved 
persons life when that soul can 
be won to Jesus. I believe there is 
a time when that soul - hunger 
clamors so loudly, and the thirst 
is such, before sin has blighted 
.and done its deadly work, that ev- 
ery one of them can be won to 
Christ. Even after they have passed 
into maturity and sorrow contes, 
and death takes away their loved 
ones, sickness comes and lays a 
man low and he thinks it over — 
then if somebody could reach that 
bedside in that moment, led by the 
Spirit of God, that soul could be 
won. I believe that there was a 
time when every soul now in hell 
could have been won to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, if some body had 
gone in time. Jesus saw the time 
coming when it would be too late. 


The Restless, Pitiful, Soul Hunger 
of Lost People 


I tell you another thing Jesus 
saw. Jesus saw that “they faint- 
ed, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd.” The 
word “fainted” mean hunger, not 
hungering bodies merely, but hun- 

ering souls, reaching ‘out for 
something that. would satisfy. 
What do you see in the places of 
sin? What do you see in the plac- 
es of amusement where the mul- 
titudes are thronging? What do 
you see in the mad scramble of the 
world for wealth dnd pleasure and 
the things of sin? What do you see 
in the restlessness of the world to- 
day? Do you see merely multi- 
tudes of people that seem to have 
gone mad, that seem to have lost 
their direction, that seem to have 
lost all sense of propriety? Do you 
see in the places of sin about you 
merély a host of people that have 
thrown overboard accepted stand- 
ards and have seemingly gone wild 
and lost their convictions? Is that 
what you see? That isn’t what I 
see. I see a world that is seeking, 
seeking, seeking for something 


| that will satisfy the hunger of a 


human soul. For what causes that 
restlessness but a lack of some- 
thing that will satisfy? God knows 
the world was never so engulfed in 
restlessness, like the waves of the 
sea driven and tossed. What is the 
cause of it? It is a lack of some- 
thing that will satisfy. For when a 
soul is satisfed and a heart is hap- 
py and a life is bouyant, restless- 


|ness is gone. O the restless, hun- 


gry hearts in the world this morn- 


thing at all with it now?” He said, | 


ing! They will never find that 
which will satisfy in sin. They will 
never find it in the world’s pleas- 
ure resorts and the world’s water- 
ing places. They will never find it 


in the getting of things. They will 
never find it anywhere not in any- 
thing <he world has to offer. They 
are hewing out cisterns for them- 
selves — “even’ broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water.” They will 
never find it until. they drink at 
the fountain of living water. You 
and I will be soul-winners when 
we see what Jesus saw. 


Sinners Are Helpless 


Then .‘'2sus saw something else. 
He saw their helplessness. O I 
know we say that people in Amer- 
ica are intelligent people, reason- 
ing, thinking people, and we ask, 
“Should I just go running after 
them all the time, inviting, urging 
and pleading? They are old enough 
and intelligent enough to know 
what they ought to do.” But they 
will never find their way to God 
unless somebody cares enough to 
go after them. They are as heélp- 
less as sheep without a shepherd. 

When Jesus saw that, His heart 
was moved, and he said to his dis- 
ciples, “Pray.” That is at I'say 
to you this morning. Pray! O if 
God would burn in your soul the 
thing that I have been trying to 
say in this message this morning; 
if God somehow could bring before 
us a vision of this multitude, this 
enornrous army that is marching 
straight into hell, and every step 
—O if-you could hear it this morn- 
ing the tramp, tramp, tramp of 
a marching army — every step 
taking them one step nearer hell 
and eternity without God and with- 
out hope. If you could see that pic- 
ture — if you could look, look, 
look until your eyes swim with 
tears. If you could look, look, look, 
until your heart breaks and your 
soul burns with the compassion 
that the Lord felt, then you would 
fall on your. faces and pray. 


"Pray Ye the Lord of the Harvest’ 


First of all we ought to pray for 
ourselves. O God forgive us for our 
indifference! O God forgive us for 
our carelessness! O God forgive us 
for letting them slip through our 
fingers! O God forgive us for get- 
ting so absorbed in our own earth- 
ly and worldly affairs — be they 
ever so important! Forgive us for 
forgetting that crowd out yonder. 
Forgive us, Lord, for our love of 
ease and indulgence that has led 
us to spend all that we have on 
ourselves, use our time for our- 
selves and our selfish interests 
while they have slipped through 
our fingers into eternal night ‘with- 
out God and without hope, one day 
to hear Him say, “Depart from me 
... IT never knew you.” We ought 
to pray for ourselves, that God 
would forgive us for our sinful- 
ness, for our worldliness, for our 
manner of living that Is causing 
them to lose confidence in the re- 
ligion of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
turn away from the Lord in dis- 
gust and go stumbling over us in- 


~ 


‘+ to hell. O I say, in the words of 


the great apostle of old, and how 
true it is today, “Judgment ought 
to begin at the house of God.” We 
ought to pray for ourselves, con- 
fess our sins, and get right with 
God that He may once again put 
His power on us and make us ves- 
sels fit to carry the water of life 
to a thirsty and dying world. 
Then we ought to pray for un- 
saved people. I think none of us 
will ever know until we get to 
heaven how many people are going 
to be there because somebody just 
held on to God when everybody 
else quit, when every body else 
gave up, when everybody else -said 
there was no chance, no hope. A 
little mother yonder somewhere, or 
a Sunday School teacher over here 
somewhere, or a preacher of God 
somewhere who had a burden for 
souls j;ust wouldn’t give up, but 
prayed on. I tell you it makes a 
lot of aifference when people are 
praying for unsaved people. I am 
persuaded that one of the reasons 
for our failure to pray is that God’s. 
people have been too busy to pray. 
We talk about prayin&; we preach 
about praying, and God has made 
more promises in His Book to those 
who pray. than for any other one 
thing, but we pray so little. God 
has written in His Book the most 
glorious promises to those who 
pray. We believe them! We believe 
in prayer, but somehow we have 
let the devil rob us of the greatest 
privilege that God’s children ever 
had, and of the greatest instrument 


in the world’s marts of trade, nor; | 


(Continued from page three) 
notice the significant statement” 
. and there remembérest that 
thy brother hath ought against 
thee.” Where is it that your sins 
are brought to mind? Where is it 
that God will remind you of the 
hindrances to your prayers? It is 


in the very place of prayer itself! 
If you want God to show you what 


very place where you come to talk 
to God, to make your gift to God, 
to ask God’s bl , there God 
is most likely to reveal the things 
that. grieve Him. 

Nowhere in the world is the con- 
Science so alive as in the place of 
prayer! How many, many times 
I have found it true, that I did not 
know anything was wrong between 
me and God, I did not know He was 


people for winning a lost world. 
We are like a man God tells us 
about who got so “busy here and 
there” that before he knew it the 
man was gone, There is a helpless- 
ness, defeat, powerlessness and our 
testimony is falling on deaf ears 
and the world is going to hell be- 
cause we have been so busy that 
we have forgotten to pray, O how 
we ought to pray for unsaved peo- 
ple. 

We ought to pray for our 
churches. Worldliness has come in 
and is sapping the very life out 
of them and many of our churches 
are nothing more than respectable 
service clubs. From their pulpit 
book reviews and little sweet noth- 
ings are being handed out to dying 
souls. Churches ought to rise up 
and demand that the gospel be 
preached from their pulpits, and 
when it is, then pray for the men 
who are doing it and support and 
encourage them. It is the only hope 
of the world today. Pray for our 
churches that they._may be filled 
once again with power. 


Power for Soul Winning 


_I read some time ago the story 
of a sunken vessel out in the har- 
bor off New York. The best engin- 
eers of the country had tried in 
vain to raise that vessel from. the 
bottom of the sea with all of its 
precious cargo sunk in the muck 
and mire of the ocean. It seemed 
there was no power to lift it, and 
finally they gave up. A young col- 
lege student wrote the ship com- 
pany and said, “I would like a 
chance to lift that -vessel.’”’ They 
laughed at him — didn’t even an- 
swer his letter. After a while he 
wrote again and said, “I know how 
and I would like to have a chance 
to lift that vessel.” The owner of 
the company wrote and said, 
“Young man, the greatest engin- 
eers of the world have failed, but 
if you think you can do it, I would 
like to talk with you.” The young 
man said, “If I don’t do it, it will 
not cost you a penny.” His father 
was the owner of a great fleet of 
barges, and he took that fleet of 
barges and towed them into the 
harbor and set them directly over 
this sunken vessel, placed great 
chains around it and fastened these 
chains to the barges while the tide 
was at low ebb. Then he quietly 
waited for the tide to come in. That 
which the power and ingenuity of 
man had failed to do, when the 
great swelling tide, pulled by the 
power of the sun, moon, and stars 
began coming in, was done with 
ease. The ship was lifted slowly 
but surely out. of the muck and 
mire, and in a little while she was 
pulled safely to shore. 

And beloved, what we cannot do 
with all of our organizations and 
feverish efforts, will be accomp- 
lished if we will go om our knees 
and pray and wait for the tide to 
come in. O God, the prayer of this 
preacher’s heart is to live to see 
the day when the power of God 
shall come in a mighty tide once 
again upon His people, and send 
out into this old sin-cursed world 
testifying of His saving grace with 
such power that we will lift souls 
out of the mire of sin and bring 
them into the harbor for the glory 
of Christ. We can do it, but not in 
ourselves. I say with Paul this 
morning, “I can do all things thru 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 


is wrong, then try to pray. At the. 


And I say, as Isaiah of old said, 


“Lord here am I send me,” Lord 
let it begin in me. “The harvest 


truly is plenteous, but the laborers | 
are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord} 
f the harvest that he will send; 


orth laborers into his harvest.” 


God ever placed in the hands of his. 


eo een 


Begin by asking Him if He won't 
send you. | 


: 


of God began to point out the 
things that were wrong. Many oth- 
ers can live with their consciences 
all right, except when they try to 
pray! 

One dear woman told me, “Every 
time I’ve tried to pray for fourteen 
years, God has seemed to say to 
me, ‘What about that $800.00?” 
She was left a widow, wickedly 
burned down her little home and 
collected $800.00 insurance. Often 
she did not remember it, but every 
time she tried to pray, God brought 
that sin to remembrance! So if you 
really want to know what is wrong 
between you and God, just draw 
near to Him and begin to pour 
out your heart. Ask Him for any- 
thing you want or need. Be honest 
with God and He will be honest 
with you. If there are things griev- 


ing His Spirit, if there are things | 


that dishonor Him, if there are 
things that block His blessing, do 
you not think He will tell you so? 


And where else would be a bet- 
ter place to have things made right 
than in the secret closet of prayer? 
Do you think you would be as apt 
to have your evil lusts fixed while 
at the theater? Do you think your 
covetousness would be as likely to 
be cured in the business house? 
Do you believe your intemperate 
eating will be most likely cured at 
the table with many delicacies 
spread out temptingly before you? 
Do you think your hot anger will 
be best overcome as you go to con- 
tend with your brother? No, no! 


The place to remedy whatever is _ 


wrong with your prayer life is at 


the place of prayer. Go wait before 


God. Open. your heart honestly to 
the searchlight of the Holy Spirit. 
God’s finger will surely press upon 
the sore spot, if you are honest, 
and really want to please Him, if 
you are really trying to find His 
will and get his blessing. 


Sometimes a hasty prayer does 
not seem to bring results. One. may 


go on through the little forms of 


thinksgiving at the table, and of 
public formal prayer, but give any 
Christian a half-night alone with 
God, or a day of. fasting and 
prayer, and as sure as his heart 
wants things made right, all the 
things that grieve God will be 
brought to light. The Spirit will 
help the honest Christian to judge 
them, to confess them and forsake 
them. 
Oh, it is wonderful how prayer 
I mean honest, surrendered, loving, 
persistent. prayer, can remove ev- 
ery hindrance between man ‘and 
God and cure all the ills of our poor 
frail Christian lives. Enough prayer 
just so it be honestly and sincerely. 
prayer to God, really seeking God, 
can cure all hindrances and meet 
all God’s requirements for getting 
His blessing! You may need to 
leave the place of prayer, “leave 
there thy gift before the altar,’’ to 
be reconciled to a brother before 
you finish the prayer, or you may, 
like Zaccheus sliding down the tree 
into the presence of Jesus, make 
solemn vows that you will restore 
four-fold all you have gotten by 
false accusation, and to give half 
you get to the poor. But never- 
theless, the place to settle that is 
in the presence of Christ, and no- 
where else! So if you want any- 
thing from God, JUST PRAY! 


I would not wait until I got ev- 
erything fixed. I wouldn’t wait until 
I grew in faith. I would not wait 
until I had the victory. I-would 
come just as I was, today, and 
pray. Keep on praying and waiting 
on God until God fixes all that is 
wrong, till God gives you the faith 
you need, till God modifies your 
prayer or increases it to fit His 
plan. What you really need to do 
is simply to pray and _ honestly 
seek God. Asking, continually ask- 
ing, meets God’s requirements and 
completes all the conditions that 
are necessary to have answers to 
our prayers, — 
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